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Email your prayer 
concerns to the 
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Online Giving is 
available for 

contributions to 
the Church 

Budget, 
Apportionments 
Food Pantry and 

Youth. Visit 
www.shoresumc.org 

and click 
“Donate” on the 

top right. 
 
 

 

Pastor Carolyn’s Conundrums 
 
 
Every year Dave and I have the same discussion about Valentine’s Day.  
Why does it exist?  Was it made up by the card and flower companies to 
make money?  “I don’t need a special day to love you, I love you all year 
long!” … 
 
I suppose those same questions could be asked about Christmas, Easter, 
and all the other special days of the year. 
 
So why do you celebrate?  What do all these holidays mean to you?  Do 
some of the holidays mean more to you? 
 
I believe all these holidays have a place.  Should we need them?  No.  Do 
we need them? I think so.  We get so busy with our everyday lives that 
we can lose focus on God, our families….  It is important to remember 
Christmas, the birth of the savior, the ultimate gift from God.  It is 
important to remember Easter, the ultimate sacrifice and triumph of God.  
While I may not put Valentine’s day at quite the same level as these 
afore mentioned holidays, I believe it is an important reminder to 
acknowledge our love, for our significant others, families and God.  
 
In a world filled with such hate (if we are to believe the news) we need 
to be intentional about sharing love.  Not just the eros (physical) love we 
have for our spouses, or even the philia (brotherly) love we have for 
others.  But the God given agape (unconditional) love.  This is the love 
that God has called us to live into.  This is the love of God shown through 
us.  This is the love that is a light in the darkness.  This is the love that 
kept Jesus on the cross. 
 
So, this Valentine’s day, month, year… may we allow God to love through 
us.  This Valentines day, month, year… may you remember that you are 
loved beyond measure!  As we have been loved, may we so love. 
 

mailto:shoresumc@bellsouth.net
http://www.shoresumc.org/


A sh Wednesday 
By My Hands … For My Sake - For Lent we will be using a Lenten worship series call By My Hands … For 
My Sake.  This Lent worship series asks, “What is your role in the suffering and death of Christ?” Week 

by week, this question is addressed— through homilies and monologs by biblical 
characters who actually did have a hand in the crucifixion of Christ. Characters 
include Eve, Nicodemus, Judas, Barabbas, Pilate, the father of the Thief on the 
Right, Peter, the Centurion, and Mary Magdalene.  
 
Ash Wednesday is February 22 with the service at 6pm.  During this worship 
service we will kick off the season of Lent by  hearing from Eve and we will 
have imposition of the ashes.  As the ashes are placed on the forehead, words 
such as these are spoken  "Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall 
return," recalling God's words to Adam in Genesis 3:19, or “Repent, and believe 
the gospel” recalling the message of both John the Baptist and Jesus (Mark 
1:15). Through the service of ashes on the first day of Lent, we come before 

God recognizing our humanity, repenting of our sin, and remembering who we are and who we can be. 
 
“Embracing the Uncertain”                                                                                                                                                

A Lenten Study for Unsteady Times  By:Magrey devega        
The study will be held on every Tuesday, 2/28-4/4 at 11:00am and 6:00pm.                 
The book can be ordered from Amazon (if you need help with ordering please call 
the church office.) 
Just turning on the news lets us know we are living in uncertain times. Economic 
instabilities, eruptions of violence, and natural catastrophes can alter the lives and 
landscapes of entire communities. Our individual lives are often just as unsteady: 
relationships can break, plans can falter, and confidence can fail. 
Uncertainty can definitely be uncomfortable. Many of us prefer stability and a 
predictable future to an unknown fate. We are wired to want to control our destiny. 
The reality is that in our fast-changing, unpredictable world there are few guarantees 

in life. It's those who are willing to embrace uncertainty and make the risky decision to follow Jesus 
despite the many "unknowns" who will reap the greatest rewards. 
Embracing the Uncertain invites readers this Lent to engage and wrestle with life’s uncertainties, not 
ignore them. The first six chapters focus on six post-Transfiguration, pre-Passion stories in the Gospels. 
Each of these stories are signposts in the gospel narrative, pointing down at a world filled with 
uncertainty, but pointing us forward to a cross that can show us how to follow Jesus with courage, hope, 
and obedience. Includes discussion questions that can be used in small-group Bible study session or for 
personal growth.  Blessings, Pastor Carolyn 
 
United Methodist Women 
The United Methodist Women will meet on February 23, 2023 at 12:00pm.  The executive board will 
meet at 11:00am.  Please bring a brown bag lunch.  Drinks and dessert will be provided.  Many issues 
will be discussed and dates included from our January meeting.  We would love your input and new ideas 
for the coming year.  All women of the church are invited.  Hope to see you there!  We are so blessed to 
be able to get together.  Cheryl Appelquist and Holly Eadie/Co-Presidents.  
Coming in March:  The women of Shores United Methodist Church will host a Yard Sale in the CEB on 
Saturday, March 25th from 8:00am-12:00noon.  Items available will include: used household items, bake 
sale, homemade items, books, puzzles, and a raffle.  Please join us as you never know what you will 
discover.   
 
 
 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/a-service-of-worship-for-ash-wednesday
https://www.umc.org/en/content/why-ashes-connecting-to-who-we-are-and-who-we-can-be
https://www.amazon.com/Magrey-Devega/e/B07ZRVS36G/ref=aufs_dp_fta_dsk


 
Worship Attendance 
We would like to share with you our worship attendance. 
                   Traditional Service    Contemporary Service  Online  
January 1st            10:00am Service          70        169 
January 8th              55                50             296 
January 15th                   40                                 35             159 
January 22nd                43                                 41             194 
January 29th            53                                 44             100 
 
 
 
Happy Valentines Day from the Sunset Circle! 
The Sunset Circle met and packed three Boxes of Joy for young people who belong to our 
church. They can look forward to getting a sweet, thoughtful box of fun from their church 
family for Valentines Day! The ladies of this mission and fellowship group will meet on 
Thursday, February 9th at 6:30 pm in the Christian Education Building.  This month planning 
will begin for the annual  “High Tea & Crafts” which will be held on Saturday, May 6th, from 
10am to 2pm. Mote details will be out soon And plan now to come and bring some friends. 
The ladies will also be packing Boxes of Joy for three local college students who belong to 
Shores UMC.  All ladies are welcome to join in at the meetings! If you have any questions, talk 
to Maria Durshin, Cheryl Jeffries, or Vicki Hall.   
 
 
Update from the Finance Committee by Vicki Hall 
Thanks to your faithful giving, Shores UMC finished 2022 in the black and paid 100% of our 
apportionment obligation to the Florida Conference. This was not an easy accomplishment and 
required us to dip into our reserve accounts, as well as carefully watch our spending.   When all 
was counted and calculated, the tithes received in 2022 were $22,400 short of what was 
pledged in the fall 2021 stewardship campaign.  
 
The Finance Committee is seriously looking at the 2023 budget with the goal of reducing 
expenditures.  In the past year, like your home budgets, we’ve seen price increases in the lawn 
service, trash pick-up, utilities, paper products, computer services and property insurance. 
 
We continue to also look at FUNdraisers that involve the surrounding community, not just our 
church family.   If you have any suggestions or would like to help with these efforts, call the 
church office.  
 
We are pleased to announce that Ann Schubert and Chris Eddy are serving as Co-Financial 
Secretaries.  Furthermore, we have expanded our cadre of counters who will be serving on 
Sundays.   
 
Although these are turbulent times, we are faithful that God is with our church and will show 
the way through this stormy season.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 
 

Online Services Visit:  www.shoresumc.org 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
8:45am Traditional Worship Service 
Music led by Roger Woods & Soloists 

 
11:00am 

Contemporary Worship Service 
Music led by Suzann Maass & Praise Team 

 
 
  1st    

Ann Schubert, Judy Vershave 
 

3rd    
Mickey Thayer 

 
4th    

Cheryl Jeffries 
 

5th   
 Dennis Jones 

 
8th    

Madison Johnson 
 

10th  
Portia Warner 

 
11th  

Elaine Iles, Susan Corcoran 
 

14th  
Addison Burns 

 
17th  

Dave Westlake 
 

21st  
 Barb Wentz 

 
25th  

Bill Vershave 
 

http://www.shoresumc.org/


 
 

 
 
 

February Worship Service 
2/5/23  5th Sunday After Epiphany  Communion Sunday 
Scripture:  Matthew 5:13-20  Message:  Be Salty 
 
2/12/23  6th Sunday After Epiphany  
Scripture:  1 Corinthians 3:1-0  Message:  Planting and Watering 
 
2/19/23  Transfiguration Sunday, Vicki Hall  
Scripture:  Luke 2:36-38  Message:  Go Anna Anna Bo Banna 
 
2/26/23  First Sunday in Lent  
Scripture:  Romans 3:19-26  Message:  Nicodemus 
 
 
Popular North American tradition observed in the United States and Canada on February 2. It 

derives from the Pennsylvania Dutch superstition that if 
a groundhog emerges from its burrow on this day and sees 
its shadow due to clear weather, it will retreat to its den, 
and winter will go on for six more weeks; if it does not see 
its shadow because of cloudiness, spring will arrive early. 
 
 

 
 
President’s Day            
The church office is closed on February 20th for President’s Day.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pennsylvania_Dutch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superstition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Groundhog
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spring_(season)


Counter Schedule 2023 

 

Week 1:  February 5, 2023 

  Deanna Minard & Carole Ann Vrana 

 

 

Week 2:  February 12, 2023 

 Reid Myers & Ann Schubert 

 

 

Week 3:  February 19, 2023 

 Carole Ann Vrana & James Jarvie 

 

 

Week 4:  February 26, 2023 

 Reid Myers & Deanna Minard 

 

 

Week 5: George Milroy & James Jarvie 

 

 

Back-up Counters:      Rod Paul, George Milroy, Reid Myers, Karen McDonald   

 

Financial Secretaries:  Chris Eddy and Ann Schubert 

Back-up for Financial Secretaries:     Carole Ann Vrana, James Jarvie 



February 2023 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 

9:30am Pastor 

at Panera 

1:50 After 

School Program  

2 

Ground Hog Day 

1:00pm Shores 

UMC Food Pantry 

6:30pm Chancel 

Choir  

3 4 

5 6 

11:00am Bible 

Study 

7 

5:00 Worship 

Committee 

6:00pm Outreach 

6:30 Praise 

Band 

7:00pm Trustees 

  

8 

9:30am Pastor 

at Panera 

1:50pm After 

School Program  

9 

6:30pm Chancel 

Choir 

6:30pm Sunset 

Circle  

10 11 

10:00am New 

Member Class 

12 

Souper Bowl of 

Caring  

13 

11:00am Bible 

Study  

14 

Valentine’s Day  

6:30pm Praise 

Band 

15 

9:30am Pastor 

at Panera  

1:50pm After 

School Program  

16 

1:00pm Shores 

UMC Food Pantry 

6:30pm Chancel 

Choir  

17 18 

10:30am     

Memorial       

Service Marilyn 

Hess  

19 20 

President’s Day 

Church Office 

Closed 

21 

11:30am Leading 

Ladies 

6:30pm Praise 

Band 

5:00pm Finance 

Committee 

6:00pm Church 

Council  

22 

9:30am Pastor 

at Panera  

1:50 After 

School Program  

6:00pm Ash 

Wednesday Wor-

ship Service 

23 

12:00pm United 

Methodist Women 

6:30pm Chancel 

Choir  

24 25 

26 27 

11:00am Bible 

Study 

28 

11:00am Lenten 

Bible Study 

6:30pm Praise 

Band  

6:00pm Lenten 

Bible Study 

    

 
 

St. Augustine Shores  
United Methodist Church  

724 Shores Boulevard  
St. Augustine, FL 32086  

(904) 797-4416 
 

Rev. Carolyn Westlake  
cdjofrash@gmail.com  

507-208-5842  
 

www.shoresumc.org  
shoresumc@bellsouth.net  

 
Sunday Worship Schedule  

8:45 am  
Traditional Worship Service  

 
10:00 am Adult Sunday School  

 
10:00 am Sunday School  

Ages 5-12  
 

11:00 am  
Contemporary Worship  





 
Members/Friends of our church may place a business card size ad 
in our monthly newsletter for $10.00 per month.  Please contact the 
church office if you would your business card put in the newsletter. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     
                                Carole Vrana 
 

Independent Sales Representative 
St. Augustine, FL    Phone: 904-806-1500   

 
Email:  carolevrana@hotmail.com 

Web Site:  cvrana.avonrepresentative.com 
 

MR Z   Pressure Washing 
Driveways     Sidewalks     Gutters 

Pool Decks Fencing And More 
Minor Home Repairs Also Available 

 
Please Contact Mark Delaney 

904-501-1627 
mrzpressurewashing@gmail.com  

 
 

mailto:carolevrana@hotmail.com
mailto:mrzpressurewashing@gmail.com



